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SOLO ACTIVITY

Why These Authors,
Why This Book

A biography placed before the
argument is doing work. Find out what.

15 to 20 minutes

On your own

Notebook or journal and pen

Working with a group? Compare only the one-sentence version of the shared conviction. Twelve attempts
at it will expose whether the chapter actually makes its case.
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1 Write what each author contributes that the other
cannot, using details from the chapter rather than
impressions.

Name the shared conviction underneath both careers,
in one sentence.

Answer the real question: why open a book like this
with who the authors are, instead of with the
argument itself?

Finish on the belief they share. What does designing
for the learner’s cognitive reality mean to you, as
someone who has been taught badly at least once?
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This section is also available as video, audio, infographics, mind map, and more, including an
opportunity to do a deep dive into reference material. Start with the format that suits you best.

More ways into About the Authors


